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CHAPTER 1

Global Bamboo and Species

Introduction

There are over 1250 species and 75 genera of bamboos scattered around 
the world Shanmughavel et al., (2001), covering approximately 31.5 million 
hectares of land across 21 countries, predominantly in northern Asia such 
China and India. In Peninsular Malaysia, various species of bamboos comprise 
almost 7% of lowland and highland forests, which translates to 421,722 
hectares of forest area in Peninsular Malaysia. Till now, there are 59 species 
of bamboo in Malaysia consisted of 25 cultivated and 34 indigenous species 
(Bahari & Krause, 2016).

	Bamboo is renowned as one of the most crucial nontimber resources after 
timber and rattan. It is recorded as one of the fastest growing woody plants 
as it can be annually renewed with effective management, resulting to its 
high productivity and application in various industries. Nowadays, bamboo is 
acknowledged as a vital resource in the world market, mainly in its application 
in end-product manufacturing, such as plywood, vegetable containers, 
parqueting, and even paper pulps (Asari, & Suratman, 2010). In Malaysia, 
bamboo is widely used as essential materials for a bamboo basket, joss-sticks, 
handicraft products, toothpicks, chopsticks, bamboo blinds,  joss papers, and 
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