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Fact-checking will help us become media smart
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Fake news is bad, but fake medical news has a serious debilitating effect on the nation. - NSTP file pic

LETTERS: The Internet has enabled a whole new way to publish, share and disseminate information, but with little regulation or
editorial standards.

Many people get news from social media sites, and it can be difficult to tell whether the information is credible. The Internet has
created a fertile ground for fake news.

Realising this, Google and Facebook are taking initiatives to manage fake news by introducing regular reports and flagging tools in
their websites.

Similarly, media organisations, like the BBC, have established fact-checking websites about the news.
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« Free health checks at relief centre a blessing for flood evacuees

Developments in digital media literacy skills will help the young navigate the Internet.

Kudos too to the Health Ministry for combating fake news through social media.

The ministry's Facebook account updates the health situation in the country, and this ensures that people have the correct
information.
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1/6/24, 1:05 PM Fact-checking will help us become media smart
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Dr Amalina Bakri.

Debunking fake news is a complex process, and it requires the involvement of diverse inputs, including regulatory bodies, plus the

teaching of critical thinking and digital literacy.

Fake news is bad, but fake medical news has a serious debilitating effect on the nation.

It is good that some medical practitioners share health information on social media, like Dr Imelda Balchin and Dr Amalina Bakri.
Their sharing on social media speaks of good science, and it's often laced with humour. Together, let us become media smart.
DR AIFA ROZAINI MOHD RADZOL

Senior lecturer, Faculty of Hospitality, Tourism and Wellness, Universiti Malaysia Kelantan

The views expressed in this article are the author's own and do not necessarily reflect those of the New Straits Times
magid
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No fact-checking on Threads yet, Meta executive tells Canada print media to get two-thirds of Google's pa§

Aussie inquiry news outlets ‘

NATION Sep 28,2023 @ 5:59pm NST VIRAL Jul 30,2023 @ 9:00am

Media should emulate Zaid bin Thabit #NSTViral: M. Gayathiri breaks silence [WATCH]
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well-being-review DietDrops

| MOST POPULAR

20m (O MPKB identifies eight business premises which hired foreigners
34m (O Sultan Azlan Shah Cup returns after one-year hiatus
45m () MMEA takes action on two tourist boats in KK found neglecting safety
54m () Review functions of J-Kom first before appointing new DG - Fahmi
58m (O Alif Satar featured in Padu promotional music video [WATCH]

1h O Padu will not be misused for election campaigns - Fahmi

1h O Passing of butterfly expert a big loss to Sabah

| ACROSS NEW STRAITS TIMES

< ' NATION 3 hours ago

Perodua agrees to buy Nagakanni's Bezza at full price

NST VIRAL 4 hours ago

& #NSTviral: Foreigners turn park into makeshift residence, prompting_ community concerns
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SMNG NATION Jan 6,2024 @ 12:19am

" Tourism minister denies allegations of eating pork and drinking_alcohol in office

NATION Jan 5,2024 @ 9:24pm

The process of replacing Nagakanni's Bezza far from straightforward, says lawyer

- CRIME & COURTS Jan 5,2024 @ 1:02pm
! 'Mini Dhaka' at Jalan Silang_raided again in DBKL operation [NSTTV]

Dec 31,2023 @ 9:19pm

_ BDS: McDonald's Malaysia has no grounds for lawsuit over boycott campaign

Dec 25,2023 @ 10:33pm

B Floods worsen in Kelantan, Terengganu and Pahang

Dec 31,2023 @ 10:33pm

PM in New Year's message: Unity govt to prioritise economic development for people

Dec 31,2023 @ 9:13pm

Massive cleanup task awaits Tumpat folk as floodwaters recede

Dec 31,2023 @ 9:09pm

- Father, son make routine of assisting East-West Highway road users

2 hours ago

AirAsia Announces Fixed Low Fares Of RM298 To Sarawak And RM348 To Sabah For CNY

Jan 5,2024 @ 5:36pm
High Court Reduces Ex-Judge's 6 Month Jail Sentence To 1 Day For Pocketing RM5,000

Jan 5, 2024 @ 6:10pm
Here Is The List Of 50 Countries You Can Easily Transfer Your Money To With TNG GOremit

Jan 5, 2024 @ 5:46pm

Ini 10 Syarikat Tawarkan Gaji Permulaan Tertinggi Bagi Graduan Di Malaysia

Jan 5,2024 @ 5:40pm
"We Started Together" — K9 Handler Can't Hold Back Tears At Four-Legged Friend's Funeral
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